
1 
 

 CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, May 15, 2017 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 

was held on Monday, May 15, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers 

at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard. The meeting was opened with The Pledge of 

Allegiance. Present were Mayor Jim Thomson, Council Members Matt Casey, Dan 

Sebben, Joan Provaznik, Megan Moylan, Ed Notter, Danny Hebenstreit, Reginald 

Finney and Rick Vilcek. Also present were Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken 

Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Community Development Block Grant Funds 2018 

 

Mayor Thomson called to order a Public Hearing to hear public comment on the 

proposed distribution of Community Development Block Grant Funds available after 

January 2018.  Mayor Thomson stated the City is eligible for $20,000.00 in funds for 

that period.  Mayor Thomson asked City Manager, Amy Hamilton to present the 

public hearing. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated these Community Development Block Grant Program funds can 

be allocated to other municipal qualifying projects such as sidewalks, ADA 

compliance features at curbs, etc.  Ms. Hamilton stated the City in the past has 

authorized the funds to be used for the home improvement loan program operated by 

St. Louis County who administers the funds on our behalf. Ms. Hamilton explained 

the funds are distributed to low- to- moderate income homes and businesses that 

qualify for assistance.  Ms. Hamilton stated there are currently four residents on a 

waiting list for the 2018 CDBG funds. Ms. Hamilton stated that all of the allocated 

money in previous years had been used. 

 

Mr. Vilcek asked if the amount allocated was a maximum of $5000 for each request.   

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that was correct and it is distributed first-come, first-served, 

depending upon eligible applicants and amount of funds available. 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked that attending residents please sign the Public Hearing sign in 

sheet that was passed around. 

 

With no further questions from the audience or Council, at approximately 7:36 p.m., 

Mayor Thomson declared the Public Hearing, closed. 
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REGULAR MEETING 

 

At 7:37 p.m., Mayor Thomson called the Regular Meeting to order.  All Council 

Members were present. 

 

Proclamation Presentation 

Police Week 2017 

EMS Services Week 2017 

Public Works Week 2017 

 

Council Member Rick Vilcek, Council Member Matt Casey and Council Member 

Reggie Finney read Proclamations honoring Police Week, Emergency Medical 

Service Employees Week and Public Works Week respectively and presented the 

certificate to each Department. 

 

Mayor Thomson congratulated the Parks & Recreation Department for the 

outstanding Art Festival and Public Works for the entertaining Tons of Transportation 

event both of which were well attended and enjoyed. 

 

Special Olympics Fund Raiser 

 

Mayor Thomson stated that on May 19 our Police Department would hold a fund 

raising event for the Special Olympics which will see our police officers standing on 

the Dunkin Donuts business rooftop welcoming donations to the cause. 

 

Veterans Memorial Special Service 

 

Mayor Thomson stated there will be a special Memorial Day event held at the 

Veterans Memorial Gazebo at THE HEIGHTS on Thursday, May 25 at 5:30 p.m. 

honoring our veterans. 

 

Party the Pavement 

June 9 & 10, 2017 

 

Mark your calendars for this Richmond Heights event coming up in June. 

 

Mr. Vilcek acknowledged the MRH High School graduation would be held Friday, 

May 19 and congratulated those seniors as they move along to their next phase in 

their lives. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Paul Lore-7712 Lile Avenue-asked the Council to deny the developer of the Boland 

Place Apartment complex their request for tax abatement. Mr. Lore stated he felt 

these tax abatement requests should not be routinely granted and feels the area would 

be developed without any tax considerations.  Mr. Lore stated he feels this complex 
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will be controversial now, while it is being built and afterward.  Mr. Lore commented 

about the School District’s support for the project and said he feels their approval 

should not be the only factor in Council’s approval of the project.  Mr. Lore stated he 

hoped the City had done its due diligence into the developer’s finances and status and 

ability to carry through the project. 

  

Mike Jones-7530 W. Bruno-stated the property needs to be developed and noted the 

area would only support about four new homes on the property vs. an apartment 

project which will bring more residents and more revenue to the City.  Mr. Jones 

stated the City had not been receiving any tax revenue from the current properties as 

they stand now and stated it has taken quite a number of years to attract any interested 

and viable developers. 

 

Joseph Cyr-developer Boland Place Apartments-stated he wanted to express to the 

Council his thoughts on the tax assessment issue and his commitment to being a good 

steward in the project and paying our fair share of taxes. Mr. Cyr stated that tax 

assessments are creating issues all over the area as developers find some assessments 

are possibly keeping them from making further improvements to their projects. Mr. 

Cyr stated the PILOTS number we are asking the City to cap the taxes at is a greater 

number than initially requested. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

May 1, 2017 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for approval of the minutes of the 

Regular Meeting of May 1, 2017. Carried unanimously. 

 

Special Workshop Meeting 

May 2, 2017 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for approval of the minutes of 

the Special Workshop Meeting of May 2, 2017. Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Police Department Promotion Recognition 

Chief of Police-Douglas Schaeffler 

Major Craig Mueller 

Det. Sgt. Gerry Rohr 

 

Ms. Hamilton announced the promotion of Douglas Schaeffler to Chief of Police of 

the City of Richmond Heights.  Chief Schaeffler’s son, Nick, did the pinning honors 

of the Chief badge.   
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Chief Schaeffler announced the promotion of Craig Mueller to Major.  Major 

Mueller’s father, Jack, performed the honors of pinning the new badge.   

 

Chief Schaeffler announced the promotion of Gerry Rohr to Captain with his wife 

Nicole doing the badge pinning honors 

 

Family and friends of these officers, Council members and audience gave them all a 

hearty round of applause and congratulations. 

 

CDBG Funds Allocation 2018 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked for a vote of approval to allocate the $20,000.00 available 

Community Block Grant Funds for 2018 to be used for home improvement purposes 

for eligible low to moderate income home owners. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to authorize the allocation of the 

$20,000.00 2018 Community Block Grant Funds for the City of Richmond Heights to 

be used for home improvement purposes.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Joint Command Fire Study Update 

Richmond Heights, Maplewood, Brentwood, Clayton  

and Rock Hill  

 

Ms. Hamilton gave a brief overview of the progress that has been accomplished by 

the five cities who are working on the Joint Command Fire Study.  Ms. Hamilton 

reported the organizational structure has been completed and along with the described 

duties of those personnel.  Ms. Hamilton stated the group is now working on the 

budget to ascertain financial implications.  Ms. Hamilton stated completed work areas 

are posted on the website for review, but there is still work to be done, including 

budget, drafting by-laws, and other decision details before being ready for 

presentation to the cities. 

 

Mr. Vilcek asked about makeup of the command staff to be proposed. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated it would be a Fire Chief, Assistant Fire Chief, with six Battalion 

Chiefs. 

 

Ms. Hamilton indicated it would be at least two more months before the Study could 

be completed, sometime in July.  After Study is complete, it would come to the 

elected officials with another 6 months or more to sync the fiscal year budgets, etc. 

 

Mr. Vilcek stated he can’t support much more time than that has already been done as 

he does not want to see this drag on. 

 

Mr. Hebenstreit stated he felt time should be taken with the Study and not to rush it. 
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Ms. Provaznik stated it was important to get the financials finished. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to continue with the Joint Fire 

Command Staff Cooperative Study until July 17 Council Meeting and to receive a 

report at that time.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Highland Park Study 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated there will be a workshop event at the City’s Highland Park on 

Wednesday, May 24 at 5:30 p.m. to see what families might like to see/suggest in 

renovations to the Highland Park playground/park area.  

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill No. 5500; second reading 

Designates a certain tract of land in the City 

of Richmond Heights, MO as a “Blighted Area”  

pursuant to Cha. 353, Revised Statutes of MO as 

amended, and Cha. 425 of the Municipal Code of 

the City of Richmond Heights, approving the 

Development Plan submitted for that “Blighted  

Area”; approving a Development Agreement in  

connection therewith; and containing a severability clause.   

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 

No. 5500.  Carried unanimously. Bill No. 5500 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND IN THE CITY 

OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI AS A “BLIGHTED AREA” PURSUANT 

TO CHAPTER 353, REVISED STATUTES OF MISSOURI, AS AMENDED AND 

CHAPTER 425 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS, MISSOURI; APPROVING THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN SUBMITTED 

FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT OF THAT “BLIGHTED AREA”; APPROVING A 

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; 

AUTHORIZING CERTAIN ACTIONS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND 

CONTAINING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 

 

Mr. Finney asked if the city had received cash flow projections information that was 

supplied to the lender. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated she did speak to the appraiser that was hired on behalf of the 

lender on why the county appraisal was so important.  Ms. Hamilton stated the 
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appraiser said the entire pro-forma is drastically changed depending on what is the 

assigned assessed value by the County. 

 

Mr. Finney asked if the PILOT was authorized and if in four years the PILOT is not 

used and if the property is “flipped” by this developer, can the person who buys that 

property enforce the PILOT. 

 

Mark Spykerman of Gilmore & Bell, city consultant on this project, stated there is a 

deadline for the developer to initiate the abatement and if he does not do so by a 

certain date, it disappears.  If the change in ownership occurs before the end date, the 

new owner would take the abatement subject to the development agreement and tax 

abatement details.  In this case the date is 2021. 

 

Mr. Casey stated that the abatement only kicks in if the project is completed and the 

new owner would be taking over a project that is already been approved. 

 

Mr. Spykerman stated that is correct. 

 

Mayor Thomson asked if the taxes assessed come in below $290,000 and two years 

later they are reassessed over the $290,000 is the abatement still good or does it end 

after the first tax evaluation is exceeded. 

 

Mr. Spykerman stated that assuming the project moves forward and is completed, he 

has under 2019 under our Redevelopment Agreement to complete the project, and 

that first full assessment may not be until 2021 (a reassessment year).  At that point, 

the developer will have to initiate abatement or lose it.  Depending on project 

complete date is earlier, say 2018, if it is below the $270,000 amount, he could still 

delay initiating the abatement until 2021.   

 

Ms. Moylan asked if this could stretch out to twelve years. 

 

Mr. Spykerman said yes, potentially, but the first two years are not really abated. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated if there is already an existing improvement on the site, there 

actually a negative period; when there is construction on the site, the property is 

actually taken down for assessment roles, and in this case it was already a zero 

producer as site is stripped and new structures are not yet assessed. 

 

Mr. Vilcek asked if the asbestos has been taken care of in the school and how long it 

will take to take building down, etc. 

 

Mr. Cyr stated when the lenders release us to move forward, contingent on Council 

approval of tonight’s Bill, they will get people reemployed on the site.  Mr. Cyr stated 

he had talked with contractor about the removal/demolition should be done by end of 

July. 
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Mr. Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5500.  AYES  Mr. Sebben, Mr. 

Hebenstreit, Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Casey, and Mayor Thomson. 

NAYS:  Ms. Provaznik, Mr. Notter.  7 AYES 2 NAYS.  Motion carried 

 

Mayor Thomson declared Bill No. 5500, approved. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

None. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 None. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

 None. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

  None. 

 

 

Closed Session 

 

At approximately 8:15 p.m., Mr. Casey, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to hold a 

closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections (1), (2), 

(3) and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss in order to discuss 

legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public governmental 

body, and any confidential or privileged communications between a public 

governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys,  and leasing purchase or 

sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public knowledge of the 

transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration thereof, hiring, firing, 

disciplining or promoting an employee of a public governmental body and documents 

related to a negotiated contract.  AYES:  Mr. Finney, Mr. Hebenstreit, Mr. Sebben, 

Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Ms. Provaznik, Mr. Casey, Mr. Vilcek and Mayor Thomson. 

NAYS:  None. 

  

Mayor Thomson stated the Council would adjourn to closed session. 

 

At approximately 8:23 p.m., Council returned to open session. 

 

July 3, 2017 Council Meeting Cancelled 

 

Council discussed the July 3 Council Meeting and voted unanimously to cancel the 

July 3, 2017 Council meeting due to Fourth of July holiday and set the next regularly 

scheduled meeting at its usual date, July 17, 2017.   
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Adjournment 

 

At approximately 8:27 p.m., with no further business to come before the meeting, Mr. 

Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, to adjourn. Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

 

_____________________ 

APPROVAL: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


